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Maryknoll Convent School Foundation

Why are we doing this
Interview Series?

Mrs Lydia Huang Recalled her Half-century Maryknoll Experience 

Having celebrated the School’s 93rd birthday in February 
this year, Maryknoll will be celebrating its centennial in a 
few years’ time!  Within these nine decades, the Maryknoll 
Sisters started the School from very humble beginnings 
and have developed it into one of the most prestigious 
schools in Hong Kong.  It has educated an enormous 
number of girls who upon graduation all contribute to their 
home, to their country and to the world in different 
capacities.  The success of the School indeed owes much to 
the Maryknoll Sisters who have dedicated their lives to the 
School, to the teachers who worked beside them and the 
many generations of Maryknollers who had spent their 
formative years at Maryknoll.

In 2005, the Foundation was founded to become the sponsoring body of the School.  In taking up this 
daunting task, it is important that we understand our history and how the values and qualities of the 
Maryknoll Sisters (based on which the School has been managed in the past years) have contributed to 
the success of our School.  This will help the Foundation better manage the School in a manner which 
remains true to the spirit based on which the Maryknoll Sisters started.  This we believe will also ensure 
future success of the School in the 21st century!

In this series, our interviewees (who have all been key stakeholders of the School) will take us back in 
time when they started their lifelong journey with Maryknoll.  They will also share with us their insights 
as to the future of the School and how the spirit of the Maryknoll Sisters can be preserved and 
extended into the new era. 
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Interview with Mrs Lydia Huang by Pinny Yip (84’) and Maureen Chow (’91) on March 13, 2018

Mrs Lydia Huang started her lifelong journey with 
Maryknoll in 1965 as a teacher of English and French 
in the Secondary School. In 1987 she became the first 
lay Principal of the secondary section, a position she 
held until her retirement in 1997. Mrs Huang also 
served as the supervisor of the primary section from 
1991 to 2008.

Still active in present days as an honorary advisor to 
the School's Foundation, Mrs Huang continues to take 
an interest in all that is going on in the School, and 
devotes time and effort to the Foundation and, 
whenever appropriate, to the School.

How it all started
Mrs Huang, how did you start your teaching career with Maryknoll? 

When I had finished my secondary education in Trinidad, where I grew up, I began training as a 
nurse in London. At that time, the thought of becoming a teacher was not at all on my mind. It was 
only when I met my future husband that I was encouraged to apply to enter Durham University in 
England.

On my return to Trinidad, I worked as a researcher at the Caribbean Commission, attached to the 
United Nations. However, when that office moved away from Trinidad, I found myself going in 
another direction. On a visit to my Alma Mater, Holy Name Convent, a school in many ways similar to 
Maryknoll, my former principal persuaded me to "try my hand" at teaching not Economics or any of 
the subjects I had studied, but English!

When I later moved to Hong Kong for family reasons, my experience as an English teacher together 
with my study of A-level French must have made a little difference to my application for a post at 
Maryknoll. My application was successful! I later learnt that some 15 new teachers were recruited 
that year. Quite a bumper crop!  It was Sister Rose Duchesne who had the daunting task of grooming 
this large group of new teachers.
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Challenges Ahead

The Foundation has become the School’s sponsoring body since 2005.  What do you think are the 
challenges lying ahead?

Once the Sisters had decided on handing over sponsorship of the School to the Foundation, it was 
realized how challenging the situation was.  Those who had been with the School for some time, 
whether as teachers or students, and who love the School, felt they had a responsibility to perpetuate 
the Sisters' legacy.  Now some thirteen years later, I have seen the Maryknoll Spirit alive and thriving.  
Dozens of former students enthusiastically answered the call to serve the School in various roles.  They 
brought their talents and former experience to their new roles.  Their efforts were most admirable.  
However, not being educators themselves, they needed time to settle in their new roles working 
alongside the teaching staff.

Is there anything particular you would suggest that we do to continue the legacy?

It is important to keep the memories of the Maryknoll Sisters alive. We should remember what they 
have done for us and for the School. We could continue the practice of having an annual Maryknoll Day; 
we could make use of the Heritage Centre; we should definitely show the "Trailblazers" Film every four 
or five years.  The Mentorship Programme is also worth continuing. If a Sister is in town, we should also 
invite her to visit the School to talk with the students.

Maryknoll has always been a Catholic school. Catholic values should continue to be part of the core 
values of the School. Do you have any views?

This will be more challenging, especially if we do not have many Christian teachers. But so far, we are 
blessed with having a big Catholic population within the School compared with other Catholic schools 
in Hong Kong. Then too we must acknowledge that many teachers who do not profess the Catholic faith 
do also spread the Maryknoll spirit of love of the School, whole-hearted service and giving of one's 
best.

Spotlight
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daunting task, it is important that we understand our history and how the values and qualities of the 
Maryknoll Sisters (based on which the School has been managed in the past years) have contributed to 
the success of our School.  This will help the Foundation better manage the School in a manner which 
remains true to the spirit based on which the Maryknoll Sisters started.  This we believe will also ensure 
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Spotlight
Into the Future

Putting abstract ideas in context, what do you think are the qualities of a graduate in 2068 (ie 50 years 
from now) will possess? 

She has to be versatile, and ever adaptable, as the world is fast changing.  She will have to know and 
understand herself and know her own ability and capacity.  From a religious perspective, I would also 
expect her to keep her love for and trust in God. 

Do you envision any changes in the Maryknoll Spirit and the 
Maryknollers in the future? How do we adapt to such changes, if any? 

We would have to resort to our timeless guiding principle - the School 
Motto - SOLA NOBILITAS VIRTUS (English - Only Virtue Ennobles).

This guiding principle covers all time, certainly the present and the 
future. Maryknollers at all times are called in God's name to be the best 
they can be, to be willing to face and accept challenges, and to serve in 
God's name.

The Maryknoll Spirit
Given that you had been with the School for over 5 decades and served the School in different 
capacities, can you please share your thoughts on “Maryknoll Spirit” and how you see it changes over 
time?

When I first joined the School, the phrase "Maryknoll Spirit" was not often used.  We did not explicitly 
spell out what it meant.  However it formed the vision and mission of the School, shaping all School 
matters, e.g. how the School was managed, how students were taught, how problems were dealt 
with, etc.  As time went by, the values which form the bedrock on which the School rests remain 
unchanged, but they have been more elegantly and clearly articulated.

Maryknoll has been a successful school, and probably it still is one of the best girls’ school in town.  
What do you think are the attributes to its success? 

Credit must be given to the Sisters who laid sound foundations on which the School was built. By 
foundations, I mean not only the beautiful buildings we have inherited, but more so the traditions and 
legacy they have left behind.  We have much to be grateful to the sisters for, for setting high goals for 
the School.
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Spotlight
Today, any success the School may enjoy comes from the 
diligence and hard work of both teachers and students.  Once 
a worthwhile goal is set and there is a spark of enthusiasm, 
our girls in the Maryknoll spirit will do their best, encouraged 
by their teachers.  This extends over the entire range of the 
School - the academic, the religious and extra-curricular 
fields.

What’s your views on how our girls now carry on the 
Maryknoll Spirit and expressing it?

Maryknoll girls are never short on expressing their views.  I 
have heard girls talking about fashion, makeup and even style 
of shoes in relation to the Maryknoll Spirit.  I think that is just 
fine.  It means the Maryknoll Spirit is part of them, as a 
guiding light.

A Personal Touch
On a personal note, how do you think your 5-decade of 
Maryknoll story has developed your personality   and 
spiritually?

One of my sons once told me “Mom, you never taught me very much.  You taught the girls at 
Maryknoll more”.  There probably is some truth in that as far as academic material is concerned.  
However, although I  devoted much time to the School (I  think of the hundreds of compositions I have 
marked), I did try to balance family time with school time.  From a religious perspective, having been 
with the School for such a long time, I have grown spiritually stronger.  My   faith has definitely helped 
me through some difficult times.

Is there anything which you regret for having or not having done for the School?

There is one thing which I regretted - the implementation of the demerit system in the 90s.  At that 
time, some of the teachers had become exasperated when they couldn't handle students who were 
persistently not living up to expectations.   We decided to introduce the demerit system; but this was 
eventually scrapped because it probably created more problems than it solved.  The success of our 
School has never been built   on   strict discipline.  Dealing with each student individually is usually the 
best method, but this does call for a lot of teacher's time which is not always available.  It is each 
participant’s devotion to the School and strive for excellence which contribute to the School’s success.  
I believe this will continue to be so in the future. 
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A Walk Down the Cobbled Path
Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section)

Open Day 2018

25 March was a perfect day for our annual Open House.  The warm sun shone gloriously upon our 
heritage building with bright coloured azaleas blooming and birds singing in our campus. It is indeed a 
privilege to share this beautiful campus and our history with members of the Hong Kong public, much 
in the spirit when the Maryknoll Sisters opened our school almost a century ago in Tsim Sha Tsui. 

Amongst the visitors, many were Maryknollers 
themselves. There were exciting children Maryknollers 
explaining every detail of the School to their parents, 
young Maryknollers bringing their friends back for photo 
sessions, mother Maryknollers bringing their other halves 
and children back to School and older Maryknollers 
bringing their grandchildren back to admire their School.  
On the faces of all generations of Maryknollers, we can see 
a sense of pride for our School, a love of our alma mater, 
and a sense of appreciation of things in life that the 
Maryknoll education has brought us!
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A visit to the Heritage Centre (at what used to be the Library in our olden days) is definitely the highlight 
of the day. It contained artefacts of Maryknoll of all ages, from penmanship booklets, library catalogue 
cabinet, uniforms to chairs and tables, and also a video clip containing quotes and prayers of the 
Foundress of the Maryknoll Sisters – Mother Mary Joseph. In addition to bringing back fond memories 
of our childhood days, these artefacts also reminded us of the mission and vision of the Maryknoll 
Sisters in bringing education to young girls to one of the poorest region in Southern China at that time, 
out of their trust in, and their love for, God. A century ago, the Maryknoll Sisters came all along to Hong 
Kong via perilous sea journey, to bring hope and to make visible the goodness of God’s creation to us.  
This love is unconditional, and this love is sacrificial!  As Mrs Huang has said, we should keep memories 
of the Sisters alive, the spirit and the faith glowing amongst the Maryknoll community.  In this way, 
future generations of Maryknollers can experience the same Maryknoll spirit and the same faith in God 
at the time when the school was first started in the previous century! 

Lastly, a big thank you for teachers, members of stacff and students of the primary section who have 
helped in the Open House! You have made all visitors very much welcomed! See you all next year in our 
Open House for 2019!

Homecoming Lunch on Feb 25, 2018
Almost 80 tables of alumnae, friends and families came 
back for another year of the memorable and joyous 
annual MCS Educational Trust fund-raising event.  The 
cheerful dance by our award-winning Primary troupe 
was highly praised by all.


