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Forging Ahead: The Inaugural SSB Meeting

Keynotes from Chairperson

MCS Foundation is the school sponsoring body and the Incorporated
Management Committees are the executive entities of our school. How do
these separate parties collaborate and forge the school ahead with synchrony?
This was possible through some overlap of memberships at the Foundation
Council and the management committees, and lately, an inaugural School
Sponsoring Body Managers meeting, which included all sponsoring body
managers and Councillors, was held to tighten the relationship.
The meeting was constructive and the avid discussions highlighted some
action points that required further following up. A task force to be chaired by
Doris Kwan was formed to draw up strategic plans to address these points.
This group will present its recommendations for discussions and endorsement
at the Council level. There was consensus that such a meeting would be made
an annual event, as an added platform for the sponsoring body appointed
managers to share their views openly with the Council, and vice versa.
Barbara Hung
Chairperson, MCS Foundation
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FOUNDATION NEWS
Five-year Financial Planning
The most up-to-date ﬁve-year ﬁnancial plan was presented to MCS Trust which will sponsor an
additional Administrative staﬀ and, also, a teaching headcount at the Secondary Section this
academic year.
The Primary Section will not require any additional funding in this academic year.

Memberships
To date, there are 531 Foundation members, of whom 7 are Sisters. Since the beginning of this year, the
Foundation has recruited 32 new members.

Lease of Floral Pattern Trademark to MCS Trust
for Fund Raising Purposes
The Council agreed to allow MCS Trust to use the Foundation’s Floral Pattern Trademark to produce
merchandises for sale in order to raise funds for MCS Trust. However, this will mean that the FSA will be
free to, for example, place advertisements (not a merchandise) using the ﬂoral pattern as the background
design in the school’s yearbook etc.
Let’s hope that there will be more creativity seen on this front!
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Motherhouse Windows Renovation Project
SEPTEMBER 11, 2015
Dear Maryknollers,
Please allow me to introduce myself. I am Leslie Mancuso, Development Director for the Maryknoll Sisters,
and it is my utmost pleasure to personally thank you for your love and generosity toward our most beloved
Maryknoll Sisters. We are so fortunate to have such a compassionate group of Alumnae committed to the
support of our wonderful Sisters.
It is a true blessing to know we can always rely on your kindness. Because of you, our Window Renovations
Campaign was an extreme success and we more than met our ﬁnancial goal. We were able to complete the
window installation project, ensuring a more comfortable, energy eﬃcient Motherhouse, and your
overwhelming generosity has resulted in funds to spare!
We take great care to spend your very generous donations judiciously. It is for this reason I ask if you would
be willing to let us use the surplus to fund other much needed repairs to the Motherhouse. Your eﬀorts do
so much for the Sisters and a reallocation of your recent donations will allow us to do even more.
I believe it is important to show you how much goodness your ﬁnancial
support provides the Sisters. Attached is a link to a video showing the
bathroom renovations due to your kind generosity and the wonderful new
windows, there is also a special message from Sister Jeanne Houlihan. This
video is for your eyes only not to be shared or posted on social media.
Most importantly, we can never say thank you enough. Please know that you
are loved and appreciated by all of us here at Maryknoll. On your next visit
to the Motherhouse, please feel free to stop by my oﬃce or email or call me
anytime. I would welcome your visit. If you have any concerns or questions
regarding this request please let me know.
Again thank you so much for all you do for the Sisters. We are so blessed to
be in each others’ lives.
Most sincerely,

Love and prayers,

Leslie Mancuso
Development Director
Maryknoll Sisters
(914)941-0783 ext. 5763
lmancuso@mksisters.org
www.maryknollsisters.org

Sr. Jeanne Houlihan

Sign up for Maryknoll Sisters e-newsletter, e-Mission
http://maryknollsisters.org
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Impact Corner

FEMINISM FOR DUMMIES

On 24th August 2015, the event, “Feminism for Dummies” was held
at our Secondary School Hall. Co-hosted by the MCS Foundation and
Queen Mary Hong Kong Public Aﬀairs and Social Service, the event
was a huge success and had a great turnout, with audience ranging
from former Maryknollers to current local and overseas University
students. Our fellow Maryknoller, Linda To, the executive director of
HerFund shared with us her experiences about running the charity,
and how the Maryknoll spirit has inspired her to take on this career
path.
Linda’s interest in ﬁghting for women’s rights sparked when she was
studying at Maryknoll. As a member of the Social Service Club, she
was exposed to those who were less privileged in society. She
shared with us her unhappy experiences with her marriage, and
how she got back up on her feet through persistent determination
and lots of learning through reading. It was an extremely
inspirational sharing, upon which she addressed convincing
statistics about the situation of gender inequality in Hong Kong.
Many enthusiastic students shared their views during the Q&A
session. An interesting question was raised about a swimming pool
policy which proposed that woman’s monthly entrance fees should
be lowered because they couldn’t swim on certain days. Some
believed this was discrimination against men because technology
nowadays enabled women to swim even on the special days. Rather
than negative discrimination, Linda pointed out that this was a type
of positive discrimination. She emphasized that it should be the
women’s choice on whether they want to swim on those days and
not being forced to use tampons and contraceptive pills, for
example, in order to enjoy the activity.
In conclusion, it was a very informative and thought
provoking session. May Linda carry on her Maryknoll
spirit throughout her journey ahead of ﬁghting for
women’s rights.
Prepared by Jennifer Lee
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Setting up of the MCS Sports Fund
This summer, a Sports Fund was set up under the MCS Educational Trust, with the objective to cover the
costs and expenses for non-curriculum sport-related activities for the beneﬁt of our Primary and Secondary
students. Such activities would include, but not limited to, the following:
- engaging professional coaches
- renting of training venues
- improving sport grounds within the school premises
- purchasing sporting equipment
- sponsoring sport-related training for qualiﬁed sport woman
- providing academic support for qualiﬁed sport woman; and
- such other expenses, activities and events as may from
time to time be put forward by the Vetting Sub-committee.
To kick start the fund raising eﬀort, there will be an inaugural sport-themed fundraising event – “Relay for
Love” tentatively set on March 20, 2016 at Kowloon Tsai Sports Ground. This event, organized in
collaboration with the Foundation, Trust, FSA, our two Sections and PTAs, will welcome past and current
students, parents and teachers to join a jogging relay.
Foundation members who are interested to join the “Relay for Love” Organizing Committee, please contact
Pinny Yip at pinny.yip@capitalad.com.hk.

Maryknoll Convent School Foundation

11th Annual General Meeting
Date:
Time:
Venue:

26 September 2015 (Saturday)
3:00 pm
Conference Room
2/F., Maryknoll Convent School
(Secondary Section)
5 Ho Tung Road
Kowloon
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